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OOMINGMAK
604 H Street, Dept. CSM, Anchorage, AK 99501 
(907) 272-9225 or 888-360-9665 

www.qiviut.com

ALASKAN HANDKNITS
by Musk Ox Producers’ Co-Operative

Since 1969 “Oomingmak,” The Musk 
Ox Producers’ Co-Operative has been mak-
ing the exquisite Qiviut hand knit items as 
a unique northern gift. All the hand knit 
scarves, nachaq, stoles, caps and headbands 
are made from QIVIUT (pronounced “kiv-
ee-ute”), the downy-soft underwool from 
the Arctic musk ox. This luxurious fiber 
is shed each spring, when the animals on 
the Musk Ox Farm in Palmer, Alaska, are 
combed, without harm to the animals, so 
that the fiber can bring income to the 
Alaskan Native knitters and pleasure to the 
eventual buyer.

Qiviut is a truly Arctic fiber, which keeps 
the musk ox warm during a winter and then 
through the skilled members of the Co-Op 
can continue to bring warmth and soft-
ness to people who appreciate one of the 
finest natural fibers in the world. It is easy 
to admire the superb workmanship of the 
Co-Op knitters, Alaskan Native people, who 
live in small, remote villages along the coast 
of Alaska. The cash income from the knitting 
supplements the members’ mostly subsis-

tence lifestyle. Life in the village is hard, not 
only because of the weather, but because 
of the distance from the supply of heat-
ing fuel and other goods makes everything 
many, many times more expensive than in 
Anchorage or the lower 48 states. The only 
way in and out of the villages is by small 
planes or a few barges during the summer 
months. There are no roads or rail service to 
this part of the U.S.

The traditional line of items are all hand 
knitted in patterns unique to each village or 
area in a 100% Qiviut yarn. These patterns 
were derived from artwork such as bead-
work, skin sewing, basketry or ivory carving 
found in the culture of these areas. They are 
knitted in delicate lace patterns that are both 
warm and durable despite their lightness 
and elegance. The newer Tundra and Snow 
Line is more sporty, and knitted in patterns 
made by using a shade of off white and a 
natural Qiviut color with a yarn that has had 
20% silk added to the Qiviut.

The Qiviut scarves, stoles, nachaq, caps 
and headbands are as comfortable to wear 
on cool days in a warm climate as they are in 
the frozen temperatures of the north. Unlike 
most wool, Qiviut is not scratchy when worn 
right against the skin, nor will it shrink in any 
temperature of water. Qiviut can be hand-
washed in a 
mild deter-
gent and will 
last for many 
years.

Qiviut is 
a great gift 
f o r  t h o s e 
that you hold 
dear.
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The landers of (Mars’) summer 

 Cue up Don Henley’s “The Boys of Summer,” 
tweak the lyrics a bit, and it ’s time to bid 
adieu to the Phoenix Mars Lander.

The craft ’s summer fling on Mars is over. 
Winter has set in around the red planet ’s 
northern reaches, where Phoenix landed. 
The craft ’s solar panels no longer intercept 
enough sunlight to power the craft or keep 
it warm. 

So the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration has ordered the Mars 
Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO) – the lander’s 
radio relay station – to stop listening for the 
its telltale signal.

But if the hardy little chemistry lab on a 
platter is now a memory, the MRO lives on 
in the reams of data it sent back on Mars’ 
summer weather patterns and especially on 
the soil and ice found at its landing site. 

The information may hold clues as to 
whether the land ing site could become 
a temporary host for microb ia l life as the 
p lanet ’s orb it changes. Those period ic 
shifts a lter the climate on Mars much like 
changes in Earth’s orb it triggers ice ages 
here.   

Name that bat for the holidays

When science budgets get tight, one can 
imagine folks sitting around the lab bench 
and brainstorming, if only half in jest: Do we 
need to hold a bake sale?

No? How about an auction? Say, auctioning 
the right to name a new species? That ’s the 
approach Purdue University professor John 
Bickham is taking to help fund expeditions 
to catalog biodiversity in far-flung places. 
Just in time for the holidays, you can bid 
for the right to tack your name – or that of 
someone you hold dear – onto species he 
and his team discover.   Naming opportunity 
No. 1:  a small yellow bat from Mexico and 
Central America . 

The name game as fund-raising tool isn’t 
new. The Keck 10-meter telescopes in 
Hawaii  comes to mind, along with the 
Allen Radiotelescope Array in  California. 
Each facility was built with a hefty chunk of 
change coming from the checkbook of its 
namesake or of a foundation .

  Dr. Bickham’s  hunt for new species  – 
recording them and verifying them as truly 
new – is expensive. And while researchers 
and funding agencies recognize the 
importance of discovering more about the 
remarkable diversity of life on Earth, the 
spirit often is more willing than the wallet.

The right to name a species falls to the 

scientist who identifies 
it as new. Last May, for 
instance, word filtered out 
of East Carolina University 
that biologist Jason Bond 
had christened a new 
species of trap-door spider 
Myrmekiaphila neilyoungi, 
in honor of  rock legend Neil 
Young.  

Hawaii seeks a 
‘Better Place’

Hawaii has an “extreme oil 
addiction,” according to Gov. 
Linda Lingle. Ninety percent of 
her state’s energy comes from 
imported oil, costing about $7 billion a year. 
With gas on the islands  hovering around 
$2.65 a gallon, Hawaiians, on average, spend 
more money on their cars (taxes, insurance, 
and fuel) than Americans in any other state. 
 Governor Lingle’s solution? Go electric.

The state has called in California start-up 
Better Place to seed Hawaii with 50,000 to 
100,000 electric-car recharging stations by 
2012. The $100 million project comes as a 
 grand effort to radically overhaul the state’s 
energy diet.

 Better Place says Nissan-Renault has already 
signed on to make vehicles compatible with 

the proposed network. America’s Big Three 
automakers may soon follow suit.  Each 
has sketched out plans that call for new 
electric cars in the next few years. As part 
of the Hawaii project, the islands promise 
to invest heavily in renewable resources . 
Since January, the Hawaii Clean Energy 
Initiative has prodded state officials to slash 
oil imports  by about two-thirds by 2030. 

While Hawaii is the first US state to embrace 
electric cars so vigorously, Better Place says 
the San Francisco Bay area, Israel, Denmark, 
and Australia are considering similar plans. 

– Peter N. Spotts and Chris Gaylord
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FILL UP: Better Place official Tal Agassi demonstrates how to 
use a charge spot for an electric vehicle in an Israeli car lot. 
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